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Students make sizable gains on WASL districtwide
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Stewart Elementary fourth grader Darin Averill graphs how far he 
jumped during a classroom math lesson on measurement, then 
explains how he determined the distance using a string and ruler.

Every school in the Puyallup School Dis-
trict, the ninth largest district in the state, 
made gains in reading, math, writing, or 
science on the 2007 Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning (WASL).

In some cases, students demonstrated 
record levels of achievement on the test, 
which measures how well students know 
and can apply state learning requirements 
in the four core academic areas. 

The district scored better than the state 
average, for example, in grades four, 
seven, and 10 in math and writing. 
Scores also were above average in read-
ing in all but seventh grade, which was 
within less than a percent of the state 
average.

Fruitland, Hunt, and Wildwood elemen-
tary schools received special recognition 
at the state level earlier this month for 
being among the top 5 percent of schools 
that met Washington’s learning targets and 
demonstrated “outstanding improvement” 
in both reading and math.

State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Terry Bergeson presented principals 
from the recognized schools with a new 
“Learning Improvement Award” and 
named each one a “School of Distinc-
tion” during an awards ceremony in 
Des Moines.

Puyallup also moved up in rank in nearly 
every subject compared to the 20 largest 
districts in the state (learn more about this 
in Superintendent Tony Apostle’s column 
on page 2). 

“There is much to celebrate,” said Bob 

Silverman, executive director of assess-
ment and accountability. “We also know 
where our challenges are, and we are 
working to meet them.”

Reasons cited for this year’s successes 
include:

• Interventions at nearly every grade 
level to help struggling students, both 
during and outside of the regular 
school day;

• Intensive help in reading, writing, 
and math during summer school, with 
special classes to help students prepare 
for the WASL retakes in August;

• The introduction last year of 
instructional coaches who specialize in 
a particular subject and travel around 
the district to support teachers with 
developing curriculum and modeling 
classroom lessons;

• Creative team-teaching efforts;
• Ongoing professional development; 

and 
• Updated textbooks and teaching 

materials that align with the state’s 
rigorous standards for learning.

 Math

Students in all grade levels improved in 
math between one and eight percentage 
points. The district also had the highest av-
erage math scores ever in all grades tested.

Math was an especially bright spot among 

Rogers High School students Katie Potasky and Sam Lynch escort 
Gov. Chris Gregoire onto the Rogers High School campus for a 
national school safety award presentation.

Surrounded by more than 1,800 cheering students, staff, and guests, Gov. Chris Gre-
goire accepted a national safety award last month and applauded Rogers High School 
for being a leader in preparing for campus emergencies.

Gregoire received the prestigious “Noblis Innovations Award in Homeland Security” 
during a spirited school assembly in a gym fi lled with posters, pep band music, thunder-
ous applause, and standing ovations.

The governor was joined by state Superintendent of Public Instruction Terry Bergeson, 
as well as state and local legislators, law enforcement, government offi cials, and school 
district staff. Puyallup School Board director Bruce Dammeier also attended the event.

The award recognizes a system created in 2001 to develop computerized maps of school 
campuses that emergency personnel can quickly access when responding to a natural or 
human-caused emergency.

Most of the state’s high schools are mapped, and the state is working to complete all 
elementary and junior high or middle schools. All schools in the Puyallup School 
District have completed this mapping process.

In an emergency, the system makes it possible for law enforcement, fi re, and other aid 
personnel on the scene to quickly access photos and fl oor plans of the school and locate 
specifi c buildings on campus. Detailed views of parking lots, classroom corridors, 

continued on page 9
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Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
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their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.
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Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.
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Contributing Writers: 
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Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
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or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 

Puyallup students are making the grade
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Board Member’s Message 
Literacy is more than reading and writing

It gives me great joy to bring to your 
attention that our students are making 
excellent progress as noted on the 2007 
Washington Assessment of Student Learn-
ing (WASL) test scores.

First and foremost, I wish to recognize 
that it takes everyone involved — parents, 
board members, classroom instructional 
staff, school support personnel, public 
school administrators, and the commu-
nity — to provide the vitally important 
high expectations for improved academic 
performance and the fi nancial means to 
support that effort. I applaud each and 
every individual who has made this record 
of student success a possibility and an 
accomplishment of which we all should 
be proud.

Compared to the 2006 WASL scores, our 
fourth-, seventh-, and tenth-grade students 
collectively improved their test perfor-
mance ranking in nearly all areas in math, 
writing, and reading as compared to the 
20 largest school districts. Additionally, 
when our district moves up in the rank-
ing among 19 other school districts, in 
most cases, it is an indicator that a greater 
percentage of students at that specifi c 
grade level are also improving their per-
formance.

Puyallup is the ninth largest school dis-
trict in the state with more than 21,500 
K-12 students in 32 schools. Twenty-one 
percent — about 4,500 of our students 
— qualify for free or reduced price meals. 
Puyallup ranks as the fi fth lowest district 
as a percentage of students qualifying for 
free or reduced price meals. Generational 

poverty, family income, and parent educa-
tion attainment levels are among several 
important data factors that educational 
research has determined clearly infl uence 
student performance and achievement.

Please review the following chart to better 
understand why I am so proud of our stu-
dents’ performance and the forward prog-
ress we are making as a district. The chart 
shows where Puyallup ranks in the state 
in reading, math, and writing compared to 
the 19 other largest school districts: 

 Rank  Rank
 in 2006 in 2007
Fourth Grade
Reading          from 8th        to 5th 
Math          from 9th              to 5th  
Writing         from 15th        to 8th

Seventh Grade
Reading         from 11th        to 10th
Math         from 10th         to 6th
Writing         from 5th        to 6th

Tenth Grade
Reading         from 6th        to 5th
Math              from 11th        to 8th
Writing         from 5th        to 4th

Although we experienced a slight dip in 
seventh-grade writing scores, we have 
found that students’ performance increases 
dramatically over time. This year, 91 per-
cent of our tenth graders met or exceeded 
standard in writing. We will continue to 
critically examine our writing curricula, 
instruction, and staffi ng to improve stu-
dent performance and our ranking among 
other districts in the state.

We have started our year strong with the 
great news that we are improving student 
achievement. We also expect our students 
will continue to demonstrate deliberate 
and incremental gains in their annual 
WASL performance.

Have a great year!

Kent 38%
Mukilteo 40%
Kennewick 40%
Seattle 40%
Spokane 42%
Vancouver 44%
Federal Way 44%
Highline 54%
Tacoma 55%
Yakima 75%

Below is a list of the 20 largest 
school districts in the state from 
the lowest to highest percentage 
of students who qualify for free or 
reduced price meals:

Issaquah 7%
Lake Washington 11%
Northshore 14%
Bellevue 17%
Puyallup 21% 
Edmonds 28%
Everett 32% 
Evergreen 34%
Bethel 35%
Auburn 38%

When asked to defi ne literacy, one would 
expect to hear “ability to read, to write, to 
comprehend, and to communicate.” What 
about including the word “power?”

to be equal to others and participate fully in 
society. Those students who are literate will 
have better job prospects and the opportuni-
ty for higher economic status. Every student 
in our district deserves equal access to the 
power of literacy. 

Our district understands the importance 
of literacy. We understand that literacy is 
a journey that continually changes. For 
all children, the path to becoming literate 
begins as a continuum of learning which 
prepares them to achieve their goals and 
meet their full potential. Children need 
one building block in order to prepare for 
the next.

Our staff has established benchmarks to 
know when it is appropriate to move to 
the next level. For instance, learning to 
read well and independently by the end 
of the third grade is essential to continued 
learning. We must be rigorous to respond 

to benchmarks, requirements, and ac-
countability, but more importantly, we 
must respond to the needs of every child. 
Our efforts are not complete without the 
help of parents. The time you spend with 
your child will reinforce what is taught in 
the classroom and provide your student 
with the power to be prepared for what 
lies ahead. 

By developing the tools of literacy, we 
establish the basis for continual learning. 
We lay the foundation for every student 
to explore the unknown. We continually 
search for ways to reach every student and 
ensure every student has the power. 

Literacy is constantly evolving with the 
changes of our society. We never get to 
say “this is it … you know all there is to 
learn,” but we do get to say “you have 
been given the power to be equal and to 
meet your full potential.”  

Bus Drivers needed
The school district is hiring school bus 
drivers and will offer a comprehensive 
paid training program November 26 
through December 21, 2007. Participants 
who complete the training qualify for a 
commercial driver’s license.

During training, the district pays $10.91 
per hour. After training, the pay scale is 
$13.95-plus per hour. An application and 
specifi c instructions for completing the 
form are available on the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click 
on Human Resources, then Job Open-
ings, complete a classifi ed application, 
and submit the backup documentation.

Interested persons may also call Driver 
Trainer Pam McDonald at (253) 841-
8669 or (253) 208-1559, or e-mail her at 
pkmcdonald@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Throughout history, the ability to read and 
write was selectively restricted. Literacy was 
well-established among the wealthy while at 
the same time withheld from certain ethnic 
groups or genders. Even today, the statistics 
for literate women in third-world countries 
is far less than that of males. Literacy holds 
a far greater meaning than just the ability to 
read or write. Literacy enables an individual 
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On November 6, voters statewide will 
consider a constitutional amendment to 
allow simple majority approval of local 
school levies.

Polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

It currently takes a 60 percent supermajor-
ity of “yes” votes to pass a school levy. 
To lower that to a simple majority — 50 
percent plus one vote — requires a consti-
tutional amendment.

The Puyallup School Board unanimous-
ly agreed earlier this month to approve 
a resolution supporting a constitutional 
amendment allowing for a simple ma-
jority vote for school levies. “This is 
critically important for our community 
to pass this,” said Director Bruce 
Dammeier.

School levies are voter-approved tax 
assessments valid for a limited time 
— either two or four years. This district 
chooses to run four-year levies because 
they are more cost-effi cient for the school 
district and for voters.

Four-year levies also enable the district to 
better plan and budget resources. Levies 
renew existing taxes; they do not create 
new ones.

Puyallup School District voters last ap-
proved a school programs and operation 
replacement tax levy in February 2006.

School levies help pay for teachers and 
other expenses not funded or under-fund-
ed by the state.

Local levy dollars pay for about 20 per-
cent of the total revenue needed to main-

Voters to consider simple majority for school levies November 6 

Firgrove Elementary kindergartner Hannah Sohn works on the day’s lesson. School levy funds pay in 
full or in part for costs including classroom supplies and materials, textbooks, and teachers.
tain current levels of the Puyallup School 
District’s programs and operations.

The funds pay in full or in part for costs 
including: teachers and classroom assis-
tants; textbooks, supplies, and materials; 
music, art, and drama programs; athletic 

and activity programs; counselors, nurses, 
and librarians; special education; trans-
portation; swimming pools; and activity 
buses and fi eld trips.

The amendment, House Joint Resolu-
tion 4204, also proposes removing a 40 

percent election validation requirement for 
school levy elections.

The proposed resolution does not apply 
to school bond elections. School districts 
statewide would continue to need a 60 per-
cent supermajority to pass such measures.

Communication between schools and the 
community is being expanded this year 
through a new voice-automated message 
system that allows the district to notify 
families quickly in the event of an emer-
gency or provide general school-related 
announcements.

With winter approaching, SchoolMessen-
ger could be used, for example, to rapidly 
alert parents of weather-related school 
closures or changes in start or dismissal 
times. The system has the capacity to 
reach all families in a given school, or the 
entire district, within fi ve to 10 minutes 
from the time the fi rst call is placed.

“The Puyallup School District remains 
committed to personally connecting with 
parents, and our new notifi cation program 
allows us to take that dialogue to a new 
level,” said Superintendent Tony Apostle.

District expands parent notifi cation system
“Whether calling to let them know about 
an upcoming open house or the statewide 
testing schedule, or to alert them to an 
emergency situation on campus, we want 
parents to know that we have the systems 
in place to reach each and every family in 
a timely, organized manner,” he said.

Apostle was the fi rst to use the new 
notifi cation system in September when he 
sent a welcome message the night before 
school started to the home phones of the 
more than 21,500 students enrolled in the 
district.

Since then, school principals and assistant 
principals have used the voice notifi ca-
tion system to invite parents and guard-
ians to back-to-school nights and open 
houses. Attendance notifi cations, report 
card mailing information, and picture day 
reminders are other examples of general 

announcements that can be made.

“This is a great opportunity for commu-
nication with our parents,” said Krista 
Bates, principal at Edgemont Junior High 
School. Bates joined other school lead-
ers across the district last month during a 
one-hour training on how to use the new 
message program.

By partnering with SchoolMessenger, a 
leading U.S. parental notifi cation compa-
ny, the district can communicate regularly 
with parents during the day or evening. 
Messages can be sent in English, Spanish, 
or other languages.

Nick Hedman, assistant principal at Brouillet Elementary School, 
practices recording a message onto his cell phone as part of a 
districtwide administrator training on SchoolMessenger, a new 
parent notifi cation system under way this year.

Karshner Museum

The system is programmed in an emer-
gency to call the home and work phone 
numbers of parents/guardians listed on 
the child’s enrollment card. It will call the 
home number only for general calls.

“For this program to be successful, it is 
essential that parents keep their children’s 
enrollment cards current throughout the 
year with correct home and work tele-
phone numbers,” said Karen Hansen, 
the school district’s executive director of 
communications.

Administrators authorized to make calls 
on the system can do so by logging onto 
the Internet from a computer or, in the 
event of a power outage, sending a mes-
sage via a cell phone.

SchoolMessenger does not replace current 
modes of school communication. Princi-
pals are still accessible for meetings and 
telephone calls, and parents will continue 
to receive school newsletters and other 
written communications at home.

“...we have the systems in place 
to reach each and every family 
in a timely, organized manner.”

Superintendent Tony Apostle

As the Karshner Museum enters its 
78th year of educating students, plans 
are under way to expand some of the 
museum’s programs and broaden the 
area it serves.

Families interested in learning more 
about the museum and participating in 
arts and crafts, artifact hunts, and other 
events are invited to attend Family Days 
planned once every month between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. This year, schools 
throughout the district will sponsor 
these opportunities.

The next family day, “Native American 
Storyteller,” is scheduled for November 
3. The following month will feature 
“Holidays Around the World” on De-
cember 1.

More than 6,000 district students visited 
the Karshner Museum last year on 
classroom fi eld trips. “It is our intent 
to increase that number and share one 
of Puyallup’s best-kept secrets with the 
world outside of our community,” said 
Jay Reifel, assistant superintendent of 
student learning and instructional sup-
port.

Karshner Museum is a curriculum-
based teaching museum — one of few 
school district-operated museums in the 
country.  For more information, contact 
museum curator Beth Bestrom at (253) 
841-8748. The museum is located at 309 
Fourth Street N.E., Puyallup, adjacent to 
Stewart Elementary School.
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The start of the new school year marked a celebration for students in the newly constructed Carson and Edgerton elementary schools 
and rebuilt Kalles Junior High. Photos from top left: Edgerton Elementary offi ce staff keep busy on the phones the fi rst day of school; 
Kalles Junior High Assistant Principal Jack Widmann makes an announcement to students; Carson Elementary students Branson Salhus 
and Xavier Gatuguta sit on steps of the school’s second-fl oor library with a backdrop of Mt. Rainier; Edgerton Elementary students enter 
school on the fi rst day; Edgerton Elementary kindergarten teacher Julie Dent welcomes student Joey Sandberg; lunch is served in the 
elementary school cafeteria; Kalles Junior High students gather before school outside of their new building; and Carson Elementary 
students play on their new equipment at recess.

Thousands of students have fi led through 
the doors of Pope Elementary School in 
the past 26 years, resulting in wear and 
tear to classroom carpets, fl ooring, and 
wall paint.

The school has also had to make do with 
ineffi cient heating and ventilation sys-
tems, outdated lighting, and an uneven 
playfi eld with poor drainage that created 
swamp-like conditions during heavy rains.

This fall, students, teachers, and parents 
returned to what they say looks and feels 
like a new school.

Within days after the school year ended in 
June, construction workers arrived on site 
to begin a list of improvements. The $3 
million infrastructure project was funded 
by the 2004 voter-approved school bond.

Preparing for the extensive improve-
ments required a complete move out of 
the school. Everything from furniture and 
posters to bulletin boards and boxes had to 
be packed and moved out of the building.

“It’s about as much work as opening a 
new school,” said Rudy Fyles, executive 
director of facilities. 

Students began the new school year sitting 
on new carpet during story time; walking on 
new fl ooring in freshly painted classrooms 
and hallways; and learning in classrooms 
equipped with proper air fl ow, heating, and 
for the fi rst time, air-conditioning.

“These are some of the comforts we come 
to expect,” said Principal Cory Crawford. 
“I used to get calls from teachers in class-

rooms where it was too cold because the 
heat wasn’t working properly. When kids 
and adults work in these conditions, they 
get distracted and their attention waivers.”

By next fall, students will be able to run 
and play on a full-size regulation soccer 
fi eld that is level, has subsurface drainage, 
and is equipped with an irrigation system. 

A new backstop, sized especially for 
elementary-age students, will also be 

available for use by students and commu-
nity members.

Pope opened in 1981 and was built to 
serve 500 students. In recent years, the 
school and portable classrooms onsite 
served upwards of 1,100 students as it 
handled excessive enrollment growth on 
the south end of the district.

With the opening of Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools this fall, Pope is now 

housing about 600 students.

Teacher Jennifer Dever returned to the 
same classroom that she has worked in the 
past 10 years. “It is as though it’s 25 years 
younger,” she said. “The carpet is beauti-
ful, the paint fresh, and the lighting so 
much nicer for learning.”

Most of the carpet dated to when the 
school opened. “It was in disarray,” 
Crawford said. “The seams were show-
ing, and it had come up in spots and had 
to be taped. We didn’t want it to become a 
safety issue.”

New ceiling tiles and additional, more 
effi cient lighting has also been added. 
“Everyone comments how much brighter 
it is in the building,” Crawford said.

Aesthetically, he said the building feels 
warmer with the addition of color on 
what were previously eggshell-colored 
walls throughout. Sage green, gray, 
blue, and burnt orange colors blend in 
the hallways and add a hint of color to 
designs painted on some of the hallway 
fl oors.

Other 2004 school bond infrastructure 
projects completed this summer include 
track and fi eld improvements at Karsh-
ner Elementary; a parking improvement 
project at Hunt Elementary; a traffi c 
fl ow improvement project at Ridgecrest 
Elementary; and parking and bus area 
improvements at Waller Road Elementary.

Progress on the other remaining 2004 
school bond projects will be featured in the 
November issue of Building Traditions.

Pope Elementary gets facelift in refurbishment project
2004 school bond

Pope Elementary kindergarten teacher Laura Shore reviews the 
days of the week with help from student Makenna King.

Students, staff celebrate opening of three new schools
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Seconds count when a person experiences 
a heart attack.

To help prepare for such an emergency 
in schools and other support buildings, 
the Puyallup School Board approved 
the purchase and installation this year of 
automated external defi brillators (AEDs).

The devices have been installed at 15 sites 
throughout the district: four high schools; 
six junior high schools; Sparks Stadium; the 
Puyallup and Rogers high school pools; the 
facilities and transportation building in the 
valley; and the Education Service Center, 
which houses district administrative offi ces.

“The goal is eventually for every building 
to have one of these,” said Rick Wells, 
director of athletics, health, and fi tness.

An AED is a portable and lightweight au-
tomatic device used to assess a person’s 
heart rhythm.

When necessary, it administers an electric 
shock to restore a normal rhythm in 
victims of sudden cardiac arrest. If the 
patient’s heart resumes beating normally, 
the heart has been defi brillated. Audible 
and/or visual prompts guide the user 
through the process.

Last month, Kalles Junior High students 
walked for the fi rst time through the 
doors of their new school. In a year, they 
will run onto their new athletic fi elds.

Construction of the new Kalles Junior 
High building and ongoing work on its 
fi elds, as well as construction of the new 
Aylen Junior High, will result in the relo-
cation of some athletic teams this year.

The adjacent table shows where Kalles 
and Aylen junior high athletes, as well 
as some Puyallup High sports teams, 
will practice throughout the 2007-08 
school year. Note that some of the loca-
tions have changed from the 2006-07 
school year.

Work began over the summer on the new 
Kalles athletic fi elds, located in the area 
where the old Kalles building used to sit. 
The fi elds are scheduled to be fi nished by 
September 2008.

“The neat things about kids is that they’re 
so fl exible,” said Principal Mario Casello. 
“They get their gear, get on the bus, go 
to their fi eld and practice, get on the bus, 
and come back. I’ve heard not one com-
plaint from a single kid.”

It’s a similar story for Aylen Junior High 
School athletes, who last fall started us-
ing fi elds at Ferrucci Junior High and the 
Heritage Recreation Center on South Hill 
when construction began on their new 
building.

Although two temporary practice fi elds 
are still available at Aylen, there are no 
game fi elds.

The new Aylen school building will open 
for classes in September 2008. Next sum-
mer, the old building will be demolished, 
making way for work on the new athletic 
fi elds, which will be ready for play in 
September 2009.

“The affected schools — Aylen and 
Kalles junior high schools and Puyallup 
High School — all use these alternate 
areas for their practice, and then all of 
their games are away games,” said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness. “The exception is that when 
Aylen and Kalles play each other, they 
use Sparks Stadium.”

Teams move to neighboring practice fi elds during construction

Research shows that chances of survival 
decrease by 7 to 10 percent for each min-
ute that passes without defi brillation. Ap-
proximately 200,000 people die each year 
in this country from cardiac arrest.

“I think any measures we can take to keep 
our community safe are worthwhile,” 
Wells said.

School nurses, athletic and activities 

directors, coaches, facility operations 
managers, security supervisors, health 
room assistants, and offi ce staff with 
health room responsibilities are the fi rst 
to be trained this year in how to use the 
defi brillators. Annual training is required 
as part of their employee fi rst aid and CPR 
training course.

Wells recently toured each of the sites 
receiving a defi brillator to discuss its 
placement with one of the school admin-
istrators, representatives from area fi re 
departments, and Leonard Cassman, the 
district’s administrator of maintenance 
and risk.

Puyallup Fire Department Battalion Chief 
and Medical Services Offi cer Randy Ste-
phens toured the Walker High School site 
with Wells, Cassman, and Assistant Prin-
cipal Joan Forseth. He encouraged them 
to mount the units in a centrally located 
and secure area with easy access and low 
incidence of vandalism.

Stephens said the defi brillators are “an 
excellent idea” for schools and support 
buildings. “They’ve been proven time 
and time again,” he said. “We’ve been on 
many calls in the city of Puyallup where 
AEDs have made a difference.”

Life-saving devices installed in secondary schools

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, and fi tness, discusses 
placement of automated external defi brillators with Walker High 
Assistant Principal Joan Forseth and Puyallup Fire Department 
Battalion Chief Randy Stephens.

Field use for 2007-08 
 Team Sep-Nov 07 Nov 07-Feb 08 Feb-Apr 08 Apr-Jun 08

PHS Varsity Football Practice Sparks Stadium & Sparks Stadium & 
 Ferrucci Ferrucci   
PHS JV Football Practice Sparks Stadium & Sparks Stadium &
 Ferrucci Ferrucci   
Kalles Varsity Football Fruitland    
Kalles JV Football Fruitland    
Kalles 7th Grade Football Fruitland    
Aylen Varsity Football Ferrucci & 
 Heritage Rec Ctr
Aylen JV Football Ferrucci & 
 Heritage Rec Ctr
Aylen 7th Grade Football Ferrucci & 
 Heritage Rec Ctr
Aylen 7th Grade Flag Football Riverside
Aylen, Kalles, PHS Basketball  Kalles new bldg &
  Aylen existing bldg
Aylen, Kalles, PHS Wrestling  Kalles new bldg & 
  Aylen existing bldg
PHS Varsity Boys Soccer   Heritage Rec Ctr Heritage Rec Ctr 
PHS JV Boys Soccer   Heritage Rec Ctr Heritage Rec Ctr 
PHS Varsity Girls Soccer Heritage Rec Ctr Heritage Rec Ctr   
PHS JV Girls Soccer Heritage Rec Ctr Heritage Rec Ctr   
Kalles Varsity Girls Soccer   Shaw Road  
Kalles JV Girls Soccer   Shaw Road  
Kalles 7th Grade Girls Soccer   Shaw Road  
Aylen Varsity Girls Soccer   Ferrucci & 
   Heritage Rec Ctr
Aylen JV Girls Soccer   Ferrucci & 
   Heritage Rec Ctr
Aylen 7th Grade Girls Soccer   Ferrucci & 
   Heritage Rec Ctr
PHS Track & Field    Sparks Stadium  
Kalles Track & Field    Ferrucci 
Aylen Track & Field    Edgemont

The table above shows practice locations this year for student athletes at Puyallup High School and 
Aylen and Kalles junior high schools.
Throughout the construction phases, the 
district places a high priority on making 
sure that students can continue to par-
ticipate fully in their athletic programs, 
Wells said. 

“Many studies indicate that students who 
participate in extracurricular programs do 

better in school,” he said. “The benefi ts 
of keeping the students engaged in their 
athletic programs are well worth the ef-
fort,” he said.

The Heritage Recreation Center At South 
Hill is located between Zeiger Elemen-
tary School and Rogers High School at 

9010 128th St. E. 

For maps and directions to this and the 
other athletic fields, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
At the top of the Home page, click 
on Quick Links, then click Maps and 
Directions.
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creator, producer, and writer of “Fridays” 
who continues to work for the network 
in animation. “We wanted both a kid and 
somewhat of a grown-up to play the part. 
Tommy came in really green, but he is 
phenomenally talented. He hit the ground 
running.”

One of Tommy’s strengths, Patrick said, 
were interviews with celebrities. “He was 
absolutely fearless,” Patrick said. “He was 
completely respectful of other people’s 
talents, but he also knew when he could 
play with somebody.”

Tommy considers his interview with actor 
Robin Williams one of his most memo-
rable. During the fi lming, Tommy reached 
for an apple on the table and began to eat 
the fruit while the actor responded to a 
question. When everyone looked shocked, 
Tommy spit out the apple on the fl oor.

“Robin Williams bust up laughing,” 
Tommy said. “We riffed back and forth, 
and at the end of the interview, he told me 
I was funny and had a lot of potential. I 
have such high standards for myself that 
what he said meant a lot.” 

Not long after he started on the show, 
Tommy started to see posters of his face 
on the sides of buses and in shopping 
malls. He also landed several other movie 
or television acting roles, including work-
ing alongside Aaron Carter in “Pop Star” 
and playing one of the leading characters, 

Fresh out of high school, Tommy Snider 
packed his bags, boarded a plane, and set 
off for Hollywood.

The teenager’s leap of faith, backed with 
his experience in acting at Emerald Ridge 
High School, quickly landed him a career 
among the stars. 

Entertainment scouts fi rst discovered 
Tommy in the spring of 2003, less a year 
after he graduated in the school’s fi rst 
senior class. At his parent’s encourage-
ment, he competed with hundreds of other 
would-be actors at a talent search by XXI 
Century in Seattle.

He and his sister, Jennifer, a 2000 Rogers 
High graduate, both fi nished among the 
top contenders and were invited to attend a 
talent showcase in Los Angeles. The whirl-
wind experience included a photo shoot 
and a chance to line up an agent and a 
manager. Not long after Tommy returned to 
Puyallup, his phone rang with a request to 
return to Hollywood for an acting audition.

Cartoon Network

The witty teenager, whose energy and 
humor also won him the role as one of 
Emerald Ridge’s fi rst mascots, was hired 
as co-host of “Fridays,” a weekly variety 
show on Cartoon Network.

Tommy worked on the show from 2003-
2006 and fi lmed 176 episodes. He dressed 
up for skits, played games and pranks with 

other people on the set, and fl ew between 
New York and Los Angeles for “press 
junkets” — interviews with accomplished 
actors such as Robin Williams, Johnny 
Depp, and the Harry Potter movie cast. 
His interviews aired between regular 
cartoon programming.

“We looked at hundreds of people before 
we saw Tommy,” recalled Steve Patrick, 

Emerald Ridge graduate lands Hollywood acting roles

This is the second in a series of articles about the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue 
of Connections this year will feature one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories 
and photos will chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

“Clayton,” in the shooting of the fi lm “Dr. 
Doolittle 3” in Canada.

He just recently fi nished producing, writ-
ing, and acting in a pilot of a sketch com-
edy show for Cartoon Network simply 
called, “The Tommy Show.”

“It’s everything I think is cool and funny,” 
he said, adding it will be a unique variety 
show geared for viewers ages 14 and up. 
The show is in the testing phase, in which 
live audiences rate the material, and is in 
review at the Cartoon Network develop-
ment headquarters in Los Angeles.

Giftmakers seeks donations for 21st annual gift giveaway
Puyallup Giftmakers is in need of dona-
tions for its 21st annual holiday gift 
give-away for children in need through-
out the school district.

Giftmakers is a program operated by 
students. They serve on a Giftmakers 
Board of Directors and help coordinate 
toy, book, game, and stocking stuffer 
drives.

Items collected are given to families in 
need during a two-day gift giveaway in 
early December.

During Giftmakers, parents accompanied 
by junior high and high school student 

helpers walk through a 
makeshift “store” to pick 
up free gifts for their 
children. They are invited 
to leave their children 
with on-site babysitters 
while they shop for the 
gifts donated by the com-
munity.

The program’s success 
is based on donations. Or-
ganizers, who work year-
round in preparattion for 
the following year’s event, are seeking the 
following new items from the community 
to make this year’s gift-giving a success:

 • Toys, books, and board 
  games for children ages 4 
  to 14. Each child is given a 
  new toy and several books, 
  and each family receives a 
  board game.
 • Sporting equipment such as 
  basketballs, plastic bats and 
  balls, and volleyballs.
 • Stuffed animals.
 • Infant and pre-school  
  toys.

  • Holiday stockings and
  stocking stuffers.

  • Coats, mittens, and hats.

Items may be dropped inside a large red 
wooden box located inside the South 
Hill Mall. The box is marked with the 
Giftmakers logo.

Community members interested in 
helping to make felt or fabric stockings 
for the event can pick up a free pattern 
and drop off the completed stockings at 
Pacifi c Fabrics & Crafts.

Monetary donations are also appreci-
ated since no school district money can 
be used for this project. Checks should 
be made out and sent to the Puyallup 
Schools Foundation, PO Box 55, Puyal-
lup, WA 98371.

Emerald Ride High School graduate Tommy Snider pokes fun with 
actor Robin Williams during an interview for Cartoon Network.

photos courtesy of Tommy Snider

Tommy Snider poses with actor Johnny Depp after one of his press 
interviews for a variety show on Cartoon Network.

Tommy describes the show as a mixture 
of “Saturday Night Live” and some late-
night talk shows, but with material that is 
“uniquely mine.” The show features skits, 
actors promoting movies, bands, music 
videos, animation, and “mockumentaries,” 
or humorous fake documentaries.

Cartoon Network Post-Production Pro-
ducer Danrik Woods, who worked with 
Tommy on the “Fridays” show, signed on 
to produce “The Tommy Show.”

“Watching him in ‘Fridays,’ especially do-
ing the celebrity interviews, made me think 
we can do something more with this guy,” 
Woods said. “He had this instant, very 
natural, and charming rapport with people. 
It was just screaming for us to give this guy 
a format to exploit this talent.”

School days

During the fi lming of the pilot, Tommy 
said he drew from the skills he learned at 
the Cartoon Network, as well as the edu-
cation he received in the Puyallup School 
District.

Tommy attended Shaw Road Elementary 
and Ferrucci Junior High before fi nishing 
his education at Emerald Ridge High. His 
passion was anything that had to do with 
the arts, he said, including drawing, act-
ing, and video productions.

Outside of being remembered for the old 
ice-cream truck he drove to school and 
for doing cartwheels across the gym fl oor 

“Tommy came in really green, 
but he is phenomenally talented. 
He hit the ground running.”

Steve Patrick
Cartoon Network producer

continued on page 8

            Where are they now?
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seventh graders districtwide. Each of the 
district’s six junior high schools reported 
gains from the previous year. Ferrucci 
Junior High’s math scores, for example, 
surged 13 percentage points. 

The district adopted new math instructional 
materials in recent years in grades three 
through eight, which align with what the state 
expects students to know at each grade level.

The district has also offered extensive 
professional development to support staff 
members as they implemented the new 
materials. “Seeing payoff for that com-
mitment and investment validates our 
efforts,” Apostle said.

In August, nearly 300 teachers in kinder-
garten through grade 12 participated in 
30 different math training sessions. Some 

of the sessions introduced new teachers 
to the district’s math curriculum, while 
others focused on having staff share best 
teaching practices and create effective 
lesson plans.

This school year, elementary instructional 
coaches will meet with teachers on early 
release Wednesdays in several buildings 
to review an assessment tool designed to 
target children’s math learning needs.

“Teachers use those results to direct the 
instruction they offer our students and 
determine what areas need re-teaching,” 
said Clara Davidson, co-principal of Stew-
art Elementary. Stewart’s fourth-grade 
math scores, which hovered around 50 
percent the past fi ve years, jumped this 
year to 72.2 percent of students meeting or 
exceeding the standard.

At the junior high level, staff is planning 
to host math nights designed especially for 
parents. “We plan to teach the parents a 
bit of the math so they can reinforce their 
children’s learning at home,” said Andrew 
Schwebke, director of student learning.

  Literacy

The highest district writing scores ever 
were reported in grades four and 10. 
Additionally, all four high schools made 
sizable gains from the previous year. 

Both Emerald Ridge and Rogers high 
schools exceeded 90 percent of their stu-
dents meeting the writing standard, and Puy-
allup High students gained four percentage 
points with just shy of 90 percent passing 
standard. Walker High School scores also 
gained a hefty 10 percentage points.

In reading, several elementary schools 
celebrated some of their grade levels 
reaching the 90 percent mark, including 
third graders at Fruitland, Ridgecrest, 
Meeker, and Northwood, as well as fourth 
graders at Hunt and Stewart.

Districtwide, tenth-grade reading scores 
were the highest ever, with 87.1 percent of 

students meeting standard. That compares 
to 80.6 percent statewide. The district 
scores dipped slightly compared to last 
year in grades four, fi ve, and eight.

Instructional coaches specializing in liter-
acy will be leading workshops for teachers 
at all grade levels this year to help them 
learn strategies and information about 
improving student reading and writing.  

Coaches will also spend time in classrooms 
to help teachers analyze student writing and 
plan instruction based on student needs. 

  Science

Students are tested in science in grades 
fi ve, eight, and 10. Educators were 
encouraged to learn that 40 percent of 
Puyallup High School’s tenth graders met 
standard this year.

While the number seems low compared 
to the reading, writing, and math scores 
across the district, the scores districtwide 
are in line with the 36.3 percent of students 

statewide meeting standard in this subject.

Science is also relatively new to the 
WASL, having only appeared on the an-
nual test since 2003.

In an effort to boost student achievement 
in science, the district has focused in recent 
years on aligning its curriculum to state 
standards, adopting a new elementary and 
junior high science curriculum, and requir-
ing more science at the junior high level.

  Collection of Evidence

Puyallup students accounted for nearly a 
third of all students in Washington who 
participated in a rigorous state-approved al-
ternative to passing the tenth-grade WASL.

The students completed math problems, 
as well as reading and writing work, based 
on specifi c WASL-like assignments. They 
submitted their “collection of work” to the 
state for review. 

“It’s a huge sigh of relief to have passed,” 
said Tara Dorsey, a senior at Puyallup 
High School. “I want to go to college, and 
this will look good on my resume.”

Dorsey was one of 194 Puyallup School 
District students in a pool of 700 state-
wide who seized the opportunity to submit 
a “collection of evidence” in lieu of not 
meeting standard on the WASL.

About 65 percent of the Puyallup students 
who submitted a collection of evidence in 
math met the standard. Many who missed 
the mark will have a chance this year to 
augment and resubmit their portfolios.

“This is a very rigorous requirement,” said 
Leigh Ann Mahaffi e, an instructional math 
coach who helped coordinate the collec-
tions of evidence districtwide. “It’s not an 
easy way out of the WASL.”

Rogers High math teacher Kebra Thomp-
son said it is an ideal alternative to the 

actual test because the pressure is spread 
out over many weeks instead of one or 
two testing days. “This makes a big dif-
ference for many students who experience 
test anxiety or who prefer to take lots of 
time reading through instructions and 
scenarios,” she said.

  Class of 2008 and beyond

This year’s seniors are the fi rst class to be 
required to pass the reading and writing 
sections of the WASL or an approved 
alternative to be eligible to graduate. A 
student who also passes the math WASL 
or an approved alternative may gradu-
ate with the distinction of a Certifi cate of 
Academic Achievement.

State lawmakers agreed last spring to delay 
until 2013 the requirement that students 
must pass the math WASL to graduate; 
however, those who have not passed the 
math WASL or alternative must continue 
earning math credits and retake the test 
each year to earn a high school diploma.

To date, about 124 — less than 8 percent 
— of the district’s 1,634 seniors must still 
pass the reading and writing sections of 
the WASL or an approved alternative to 
graduate, Silverman said.

The test will be given again this spring; 
however, students who have not previ-
ously been successful may opt to demon-
strate their abilities with the collections of 
evidence or other state-approved alterna-
tives. Special arrangements are also avail-
able for juniors or seniors who are newly 
enrolled in Washington schools. Parents 
may contact school counselors for more 
information.

Meeting the WASL standards is one of 
four state requirements for high school 
graduation in Washington. To graduate, 
students must also accumulate specifi ed 
course credits, develop a “High School 
and Beyond Plan,” and complete a culmi-
nating project.

Puyallup High School tenth graders Kyle Anderson and Mandy Baker 
work on a writing assignment in Sandra Coyer’s English class. All 
four high schools made gains on the WASL writing section.

To view detailed school-by-school WASL scores, visit the Offi ce 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction Web site at www.k12.
wa.us. On the right side of the Home page, click on “School Report 
Card.”

continued from page 1
WASL results

charts courtesy of Bob Silverman
Executive Director of Assessment and Accountability
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dressed like a Jaguar, Tommy acted as 
Vince Fontaine in the school’s produc-
tion of “Grease.” He also had small parts 
in school plays or musicals including 
“Fame,” “Done to Death,” and “Tom 
Jones.”

“I have never taken an acting class in 
L.A.,” he said. “My career began with 
what I learned at Emerald Ridge and has 
since taken off by observing other actors.”

His home away from home was the video 
productions lab at Emerald Ridge High, 
where he enjoyed fi lming, editing, and 
producing. He put those skills to the test 
this past summer during the fi lming of 
“The Tommy Show.”

His sister, Jennifer, and brother, Rob-
ert Kaelin, also an aspiring actor who 
graduated in 2005 from Emerald Ridge, 
assisted their brother with writing and 
fi lming the pilot. His mother, Laura 
Kaelin, helped with costume design and 
designing props.

“I’ve always encouraged my kids to 
follow their dreams, and he’s done very 
well,” his mother said. She added the 
education he received in the Puyallup 
School District prepared him well for his 

career in show business. “I’m just really 
proud of him.”

Executive Director of Secondary School 
Leadership Casey Cox, who was assis-
tant principal at Emerald Ridge the year 
Tommy graduated, said he remembers him 
as “a highly intelligent, highly energetic, 
and absolutely hilarious person.”

His video productions teacher, Gary Os-
borne, said, “Tommy was always the class 
clown — always trying to get the last 
laugh.” At the end of his senior year, when 

he was required to spend an extra week at 
school for breaking a rule, Tommy stayed 
in the video lab under Osborne’s supervi-
sion.

“He is on his way to great things and has 
the skills to be successful,” Osborne said.

The early days in Hollywood

Times were fi nancially tough during 
Tommy’s fi rst year in tinsel town. It took 
several months for his fi rst “Fridays” pay-
check to arrive, so he shared a motel room 

Emerald Ridge 
graduate
continued from page 6

on Hollywood Boulevard with his sister 
and a friend, worked at a nearby ice-cream 
shop, and had soup for dinner most every 
night.

At the end of a long day of scooping ice 
cream, Tommy would walk up the street 
to the Kodak Theatre, home of the Acad-
emy Awards show and other top-billed 
shows and events.

“I would lean on the balcony railing, look 
out at the Hollywood sign in the distance, 
and dream of what I wanted to do,” he 
said.

Tommy eventually moved into a studio 
apartment across the street from the motel, 
then into a large house with friends, and 
fi nally into a two-bedroom apartment in 
North Hollywood. His mother and siblings 
frequently visit him, and his brother, Rob-
ert, has assisted in some productions.

An eye on the future

Now 23 years old, Tommy’s sights are set 
on his new variety show. “I would like 
some day to do an episode at Emerald 
Ridge,” he said. “I’d fi ll the gym with 
students. We would defi nitely have some 
fun.”

Tommy’s long-term goal is to own a pro-
duction company and write, produce, and 
star in movies.

“Every day I’m living a dream.”

Emerald Ridge High School graduate Tommy Snider on the Cartoon 
Network set.

Puyallup School District students and staff showcased educational programs at booths and on stage during the annual Education Day 
at the Puyallup Fair. Clockwise from top left: Emerald Ridge High cheerleader Melanie Stambaugh shows school spirit during the cheer 
performance; Grant Schatz, a third grader at Wildwood Elementary, looks inside a microscope at the QUEST booth; the Fruitland Junior 
Chorus performs under the direction of Nancy Nole; Jayden McClure, a kindergartner at Spinning Elementary, makes a hat at the visual 
arts booth; and Kelsea Dunlap, a senior in the Teaching Academy program at Emerald Ridge High, fastens a bead necklace made by 
Kalles Junior High student Kasey Babauta. To view more photos from Education Day, visit www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At the top of the 
Home page, click on More District News and scroll down to the article about the Puyallup Fair.

Education Day
 at the Puyallup Fair
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entrances and exits, and gas shutoff valves 
are also mapped in the system.

Gregoire shared with students that the 
program grew out of the 1999 mass 
shooting at Columbine High School in 
Colorado. Emergency personnel were told 
the student shooters were in the cafeteria; 
however, “they had no idea where the 
cafeteria was … we learned a lesson from 
that terrible tragedy,” Gregoire said.

Rogers High School put the mapping 
program into practice in May 2006 when 
emergency personnel from throughout the 
region participated in a two-hour school 
lockdown drill. The training exercise 
simulated a response to an active shooter 
within a high school.

More recently, Rogers became the fi rst 
school in the district to test a computer-
automated alert system that allows school 
offi cials to use intercoms to rapidly dis-
seminate information or announcements 
across campus during an emergency. 

“The award recognizes that Washington 
state is leading the way for the entire coun-
try,” Gregoire said. On a more personal 
level, she said it recognizes “what you are 
doing here at Rogers High School.”

The award is presented by Noblis, a non-
profi t organization, and the Ash Institute 
for Democratic Governance and Inno-
vation at Harvard University’s John F. 
Kennedy School of Government. Repre-
sentatives from both organizations fl ew 

to Washington to attend the ceremony at 
Rogers High.

Lydia Thomas, president and Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi cer of Noblis, praised students 
and staff for holding the mock drill in 
2006. Special mention was also made of 
the school’s video productions program, 
which developed a video about the school 
mapping system.

“You have the plan and you are exercis-
ing the plan,” she said. “That should make 
you feel not only proud, but also safer.”

The governor’s visit was tied in with 
the traditional fi rst all-school assembly 
of the year, in which staff and students 
welcome the sophomore class. On the 
way to the gym, tenth graders walk down 
a hall lined with teachers and other staff 
members who applaud as they pass by. 
Once into the gym, students are cheered 
by juniors and seniors.

This year’s ceremony included a presenta-
tion of colors by the Rogers High JROTC 
color guard, followed by remarks by ASB 
President Josh Nix and Principal Scott 
Brittain. 

“You’re coming to a school that is safe,” 
Brittain told the sophomores. He directed 
their attention to the teachers and support 
staff standing in the upper section of the 
gym and said, “they are here to care for 
you, and our promise to you as sopho-
mores is that we’ll keep caring for you 
until the day you leave.”

Before the assembly, Gregoire fi elded 
questions about school safety during a 
meeting in the library with school district 
staff, as well as a question-and-answer 
session with leadership students.

A mother of two daughters, she encour-
aged school staff, students, and families 
to partner with the state to support safety 
in schools. Gregoire referenced anti-bul-
lying legislation passed in this state that 
will require all school districts to develop 
a policy regarding electronic, or “cyber,” 
bullying by fall 2008.

Washington and Colorado are the only 
two states to pass such legislation, she 
said. The legislation is not effective, she 
cautioned, unless students take an active 

role in supporting the measure.

“Passing a piece of legislation does not 
solve a problem,” Gregoire said. “School 
safety is about the partnerships … you can 
say, ‘we won’t tolerate it here.’”

Bergeson, who fl anked Gregoire through-
out the two-hour visit, offered to have 
members of her staff return at a future 
date to discuss school safety. She told 
students during the assembly, “you can’t 
learn if you’re scared.”

Gov. Chris Gregoire accepts a national safety award for the state of 
Washington during an assembly at Rogers High School. From left: 
Rogers High School ASB President Josh Nix; Franklin County Sheriff 
Richard Lathim; Gregoire; state Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Terry Bergeson; state Sen. Phil Rockefeller; Noblis CEO and 
President Lydia Thomas; and Rogers High Principal Scott Brittain.

Rogers High hosts 
governor
continued from page 1

The number of high school students 
enrolled in Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes is steadily increasing, and the 
district is responding this year by ex-
panding the number of course offerings, 
training quality teachers, and encour-
aging more students to sign up for the 
challenging courses.

“Taking these rigorous courses opens 
doors later on,” said Casey Cox, execu-
tive director of secondary school leader-
ship. “Students can save thousands of 
dollars in college costs by skipping some 
entry-level classes. Passing the test can 
also earn entrance into college honors 
programs or more prestigious colleges.”

The number of students enrolled in the 
rigorous courses increased last year by 
181 students — an 18 percent jump from 
the 2005-06 school year. The number 
of students who took the AP exam at 
the end of the courses also increased in 
nearly all subject areas.

The AP program was created nationally 
by the College Board of Education to of-
fer college-level classes for high school 
students to prepare them for post-second-
ary learning. Course content is standard 
throughout the nation.

In the Puyallup School District, students 
are offered AP courses in subjects such 
as biology; chemistry; calculus; statis-
tics; psychology; music theory; studio 
art; government and politics; English 
language and literature; and world, Euro-
pean, and U.S. history. A student with a 
passing score may earn college credit at 
qualifying institutions.

The number of students who pass AP 
tests varies depending on the subject; 
however, the school district averages 
a 48 percent success rate, Cox said. 
Students scored particularly well in 2006 
on the AP world history, calculus, and 
senior English exams. Scores from the 

2007 tests taken last May will be available 
later this fall.

With a continued emphasis on enrolling 
students in the courses, providing them 
the help they need to be successful, adding 
new offerings, and training quality teach-
ers, Cox said the goal will be to boost the 
number of students taking and passing the 
tests in subsequent school years.

Emerald Ridge High School earned 
national attention this past spring when 
it was recognized by Newsweek maga-
zine as being among the top 5 percent of 
public high schools in the nation based 
on the number of students taking AP 
course exams.

The school set a record last year with 482 
AP tests taken — more than double the 
number of tests taken in 2005 and more 
than four times the exams taken in 2004.    

On a local level, Emerald Ridge was the 

only high school in Pierce County and one 
of 22 in the state to secure a spot on the 
Newsweek list of “America’s Top Public 
High Schools.” The school ranked 1,138 
out of 1,327 schools nationally. 

Rank is determined by taking the total 
number of AP, International Baccalaure-
ate, and Cambridge tests taken by all 
students at a school and dividing that by 
the number of the school’s graduating se-
niors. The Puyallup School District offers 
AP classes only, and the 482 tests taken by 
Emerald Ridge High students in 2006 well 
exceeded its 411 graduates.

Studies done in Texas and California 
over the past two years indicate that good 
grades on AP tests signifi cantly increase 
students’ chances of earning college 
degrees. Emerald Ridge High Principal 
Brian Lowney said the school has made 
“huge efforts” to ensure that students chal-
lenge themselves with rigorous academic 
course loads.

“I would like to see all students at 
Emerald Ridge really stretching them-
selves academically,” Lowney said. “I 
am pleased with the level of support 
and effort our Advanced Placement 
teachers have put into both holding 
students to college-level standards and 
supporting them in achieving those 
standards.”

Students at all three of the district’s 
comprehensive high schools may take an 
AP course, but they are not required to 
take the end-of-the-course exam. Each 
AP test costs $91; however, there are 
scholarships available for students in 
fi nancial need. Students may also take an 
AP exam even though they did not enroll 
in the course.

Emerald Ridge High student Whitney 
Emry, who was enrolled last year in Jay 
Bates’ junior AP English, said the class 
“sets a standard for me — my writing 
has improved so much since the begin-
ning of the year.”

AP students take a test in May for each 
AP class they are enrolled in. They are 
assessed on a fi ve-point scale, 5 being 
the best. Students who score a 3, 4, or 
5 on the test can qualify to earn college 
credit depending on the university they 
attend.

Rogers High senior Sam Lynch learned 
in July that he passed both the AP junior 
English and U.S. history exams.

Lynch, who plans to pursue a career in 
the math and sciences fi eld, said he was 
“sweating bullets” as he opened the en-
velope, only to have relief as he saw he 
earned a 5 — the highest score possible 
— on the history exam and a 4 on the 
English test.

He had signed up for the AP courses in 
his junior year to challenge himself aca-
demically and to prepare for college. 

More students challenge themselves with rigorous courses

Emerald Ridge High students Ana Orellana and Alex Walker work 
on an assignment in Advanced Placement psychology class. 
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Meet newly appointed staff

The Puyallup School Board has agreed to 
close Riverside Elementary as a kinder-
garten through grade six school due to a 
decade-long decline in student enrollment.

Board members directed Superintendent 
Tony Apostle to evaluate possible future 
school district uses of the facility in a dis-
trict that continues to experience enroll-
ment growth overall and ranks the ninth 
largest in the state.

The decision to close Riverside Elemen-
tary came after years of extensive research 
and, most recently, a 90-day study period 
in which board members reviewed written 
analysis and comments by the community 
on the effects of the closure.

“This signifi cantly low student enroll-
ment does not provide a viable and 
healthy student learning environment, 
a positive working climate for staff, or 
much-needed interpersonal socializa-
tion opportunities for students,” Apostle 
wrote in a June 18 letter to Riverside 
Elementary parents.

Fewer than 50 students were projected 
to attend Riverside this fall, and fami-
lies were notifi ed in June their children 
would be assigned this year to Waller 
Road, Karshner, or other area elementary 
schools.

Riverside Elementary is located in a rural 
area off 44th Street East near River Road 
on the west end of the school district.

The school was built to house 228 
students (not including portable class-
rooms on site). In 1996, the school had 
288 students enrolled. That number has 

steadily declined ever since, dropping to 
228 in 2000, 148 in 2005, and 89 students 
last year.

A key factor that has infl uenced this popu-
lation decrease is the zoning in the west 
valley area. Development is restricted 
because the area is designated a “Rural 
Separator” and “Agricultural Resource” 
zone and does not allow for any signifi -
cant growth.

The school is also located in a lahar 
zone and is restricted from accessing 
sewer connections due to its proximity 
in a fl oodplain. During heavy rains last 
November, Riverside Elementary students 

were evacuated due to potential fl ooding.

“The handwriting was on the wall for this 
particular facility given its location, fl ood 
zone status, the land use laws adopted 
by Pierce County in the 1990s which 
restricted growth, coupled with the lack 
of young families moving into this area,” 
said board member Greg Heath.

Before taking action on the school 
closure, directors shared heartfelt 
comments about the school’s 51-year 
history. Riverside Elementary School 
opened in 1956 as part of a separate 
Riverside School District. In 1962, the 
Riverside School District consolidated 

with the Puyallup School District.

Vice President Kathy Affl erbaugh recalled 
how her three sons attended the school 
from kindergarten through sixth grade.

“When I compare what Riverside is like 
today with what it was like before when 
my children attended, this is not a diffi cult 
decision, it is a hard and sad decision for 
me,” she said.

Affl erbaugh added that she is excited for 
the future of Riverside students and “what 
they will be exposed to academically, 
socially, and developmentally.”

Apostle echoed those comments in his 
June letter to Riverside parents. He wrote, 
“The staff believes that current Riverside 
students will be better served in schools 
where the broad range of educational 
support will provide them with an equal 
opportunity to district programs as their 
peers have in other district schools.” 

Director Bruce Dammeier acknowledged 
it is diffi cult to close a school that has 
served hundreds of students well for so 
many years. “It is a diffi cult decision, but 
there is no doubt it is the right decision 
for all of the kids in the district,” he said. 
“That school has been a community hub 
for a long time, and we want to honor that 
past, but there comes a point where as a 
district we need to move forward.”

Board member Diana Seeley added, “Now 
we have an opportunity to utilize this 
building for the best use in the district 
while building on the tradition of the 
Riverside community and establishing a 
tradition in a new manner.”

Riverside closes as kindergarten through grade six school

Riverside Elementary School closed this year as a kindergarten 
through grade six school.

Emerald Ridge High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Cari Ake
Former Position: Administrative Intern 
and teacher at Sunrise Elementary School
Previous Position: Teacher in the Bethel 
School District for fi ve years
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c 

Hunt Elementary
Assistant Principal

Name: Jeannine Medvedich
Former Position: Assistant Principal at 
Emerald Ridge High
Previous Positions: Special services 
director in the Highline School District; 
secondary summer school director in 
Olympia; and principal intern at Olympia 
High School
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Cen-
tral Washington University and master’s 
degree from City University

Aylen Junior High
Assistant Principal

Name: Kevin Mensonides
Former Position: Administrative Intern 
at Cougar Mountain Junior High for the 
Bethel School District
Previous Positions: Building technology 
coordinator and trainer, and Social Stud-
ies and technology teacher in the Bethel 
School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Wash-
ington State University and master’s de-
gree from Western Governors University

Other school leadership positions were 
featured in the August issue of Connec-
tions.

Information Technology Center
Assistant Director of Information & 
Network Systems

Name: Michael Stocke 
Former Position: Director of Information 
Systems for the University of Washington, 
Bothell campus.
Previous Positions: Director of insti-
tutional technology, Pierce Community 
College; network manager, Pierce Com-
munity College; computer maintenance 
technician lead for Pierce Community 
College; and computer specialist in the 
United States Air Force. Stocke has also 
held leadership positions with the Uni-
versity of Washington, Bothell campus 
serving as Bothell professional staff board 
member and chairman of the general staff 
organization. Stocke currently works part-
time as a computer instructor for Pierce 
Community College.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from South-
ern Illinois University at Carbondale and 
an associate’s degree from United States 
Air Force Community College

New all-district high school 
marching band debuts in parades 

Puyallup’s fi rst all-district marching band, comprised of students from Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high schools, performed in July in the 58th Annual Sea-
fair Torchlight Parade and in last month’s Rodeo Parade in Puyallup.

Sixty-fi ve students marched in the Torchlight parade, which was attended by more 
than 300,000 people. Students marched 2.5 miles from the Space Needle to Qwest 
Field in Seattle. The band also marched down Meridian Avenue in the Rodeo Parade.

The “Puyallup Fair Marching Band” serves as an ambassador group for the school 
district and the Western Washington Fair. Students are directed by Robin Blumenthal, 
Emerald Ridge High School Percussion Ensemble; Bruce Leonardy, Rogers High 
School Band; and Eric Ryan, Puyallup High School Band.

This is the fi rst time in the school district’s history that all three comprehensive high 
schools have united as an all-district marching band, Leonardy said. He said the band 
keeps students involved in music over summer, supports a community partnership 
with the Puyallup Fair, and unites musicians from the three schools.

The “Puyallup Fair Marching Band” performs last month in the 
Rodeo Parade.

Michael Cari Ake Jeannine Kevin
Stocke  Medvedich Mensonides

Lutheran University and master’s degree 
from Grand Canyon University.
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Forty-six high school students and a counselor from 
Emerald Ridge High received special recognition during 
the 12th annual Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive 
Award Program.

The program was created to recognize and honor African 
American youth in grades nine through 11 for academic 
excellence, community involvement, and good citizen-
ship.

The Tacoma Urban League recognized the students in 
a ceremony and reception last month, and the Puyallup 
School Board will celebrate their success at the November 
26 meeting. Photos taken at that meeting will be posted on 
the school district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
On the top of the Home page, click on “More District 
News,” then click on the Elizabeth Wesley article. 

Mariano Leon-Guerrero, a counselor at Emerald Ridge 
High School, received the fi rst-ever “Drum Major” award 
for his “behind-the-scenes good work in increasing the 
number of African American students from your school 
who are recipients, and your positive, energetic leader-

ship in implementing the program.” 
He received a plaque and $250 cash 
award.

The following student winners, listed 
below by the school they attended last 
year, received recognition for their 
achievements during the 2006-07 
school year: 

Ballou Junior High: Azja Campbell-
Williams, Michelle McCormick

Ferrucci Junior High: Jared Burt, Marissa Davis, Rod-
erick Watkins II, Phillip Woods

Stahl Junior High: Bryton Choates, Jasmine Griffi n-
Russell, Kimberly Holmes, Dandia Johnson, Dorian 
Maine, Shanakia Porter, Jocelyn Pugh, Camille Saxton, 
Dionisio Wilkins

Emerald Ridge High: Abdalla Abdalla, Lauren Arm-
strong, Zachary Burnley, Dishorn Callam, Samantha 

Fikilini, Yosef Gamble, Tiara Gero, Denishea Hughes, 
Nasia Mead, Jolessa Moore, Samantha Moss, Alicia Ray-
mond, Lynsey Urquhart, Dominique Waters

Puyallup High School: Erika Odem, Elizabeth Reeves, 
I.V. Reeves, III, Desiree Roberts, Nathan Swanson, Nick 
Swanson

Rogers High School: Nicolas Addison, Allegra Antwine, 
Arin Carpenter, Jasmyne Casey-De Leon, Tranecia Ce-
lestine, Catrina Celestine, La Toya Fryer-Miner, Jakaila 
Langston, Stephanie Lincoln-Baines, Le’Fondria Scrog-
gins, Brittney Williams

The awards program is named for Elizabeth Wesley, a 
civic leader active in the founding of the Tacoma Urban 
League. Each of the student winners receives $350.

Emerald Ridge High student Samantha Moss and Rogers 
High students Arin Carpenter and Nicolas Addison also won 
$1,000 scholarships. Additionally, Moss was chosen as the 
student speaker during the September awards ceremony 
based on an essay she submitted with her application.

Elizabeth Wesley winners recognized for achievement

The Pierce County Library System is offering a new 
service to help students with their homework.

“Live Homework Help” is a free online service that uses 
instant messaging (IM) to help students communicate 
with tutors about questions in math, science, English, and 
social studies.

The service is geared toward students in grades four 
through 12; however, anyone with a Pierce County 
library card may use the free online service.

Tutors and students communicate one-on-one through 
word messages and via two-way whiteboards, which are 
helpful in working through math and science problems. 
The service is designed so that tutors guide students to 
information, answers, and learning without simply giving 
answers.

During the communication, the tutor sees the student’s 
grade level, subject, and question. The student sees the 
tutor’s fi rst name and last initial. The tutor is not allowed 
to share personal or identifying information.

Tutors include certifi ed teachers, college professors, and 
professional tutors from throughout North America, all 
with proven subject experience in the fi elds they tutor.

A Pierce County Library card is necessary to access the 
service. People living within city limits must also get 

a county card to use Live Homework Help. These are 
available at no cost to Puyallup School District students, 
including those living within city limits, at all county 
library branches. A map of branch locations is available 
at www.piercecountylibrary.org/branches.

Live Homework Help is available every day between 3 

County library 
launches ‘Live 
Homework Help’

and 10 p.m. Spanish-speaking students may get help in 
math and science on Sunday through Thursday between 3 
and 7 p.m.

To access homework help, log onto www.piercecounty
library.org/kids-teens, click on Live Homework Help,
 and follow the instructions.

Ferrucci Junior High eighth-grader Alissa Ortega works on homework at her South Hill 
home. Ortega said she is eager to try a new online homework help program offered by the 
Pierce County Library System.

Connections newspaper in 
Spanish online
The Spanish translation of Connections, the Puyallup 
School District newspaper, is available for the fi rst time 
online.

The August back-to-school issue is available in both 
English and Spanish on the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top of the Home page, 
point to Our District and click on News & Publications. 
Scroll down the left side of the page and click on Con-
nections. In the chart listing issues published, click on 
August 2007 in English or Spanish.

Families without Internet access may use computers 
available at no charge at city and county libraries.

Connections is published seven times during the year 
as part of the communications link between the district 
and the community. Its purpose is to inform community 
members about programs, goals, and activities of public 
education in the Puyallup School District. 

The printed version of Connections in English is mailed 
to every household in the Puyallup School District. To 
obtain a printed version in Spanish, or for further infor-
mation, contact the school offi ce.

La traducción en Español de Connecciones, el periódico 
del Distrito Escolar de Puyallup estará disponible en línea 
por primera vez.  

El volumen de Agosto de regreso a la escuela esta dis-
ponible en Inglés y Español en el sitio Web del distrito 
escolar en el www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. En la parte supe-
rior de la “Home page”, (página principal), apunte a Our 
District (Nuestro Distrito) y oprima en “News & Publica-
tions” (Noticias & Publicaciones). Avanze hacia abajo en 
el lado izquierdo de la página y oprima en “Connections” 
(Connecciones). En el gráfi ca que anota los volumenes 
publicados, oprima en el August 2007 (Agosto 2007) en 
Inglés o Español.  

Las familias sin acceso al Internet podrán utilizar com-
putadoras disponibles sin costo alguno en las bibliotecas 
de la ciudad o del condado.  

“Connections” (Connecciones) se publica siete veces 
durante el año como parte del vínculo de comunicación 
entre el distrito y la comunidad. Su propósito es de 
informar a los miembros de la comunidad sobre los pro-

El periódico “Connections” 
(Connecciones) en Español en 
línea

gramas, metas, y actividades de la educación pública en 
el Distrito Escolar de Puyallup.   

La version imprimida de “Connections” (Connecciones) 
en Inglés se le envía por correo a cada vivienda en el 
Distrito Escolar de Puyallup. Para obtener una version 
impresa en Español, o para mayores informes, contacte 
a la ofi cina de la escuela.  

Parents can prepay for their child’s school meals, keep 
track of what they are ordering, and view the daily 
menu, prices, and nutritional food content through the 
school district’s online meal payment plan.

The program, now in its third year, is designed so that 
parents prepay for school meals using a credit or debit 
card. The service automatically e-mails the card holder 
when an account balance is low.

To sign up for the service and learn more about the 
program, visit the school district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us and click on “Lunch Menus” (or the 
apple icon) near the top of any page. Once on the Food 
and Nutrition Services page, click on “mySchoolBucks.
com” and follow the registration directions.

Online school meal
payment plan

Mariano
Leon-Guerrero
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Aylen and Ferrucci junior high school art students combined literacy and art skills in a “Pinwheels for Peace” project in celebration 
of the International Day of Peace on September 21. Students planted hundreds of paper pinwheels on the campus lawns in view 
of passing motorists. “Pinwheels for Peace” is an art installation project started in 2005 by two art teachers in Florida as a way for 
students to express their feelings about peace in drawings, poetry, or essays. An estimated one million pinwheels have been planted in 
2,500 locations around the world. Photos from left:  Aylen Junior High student Emily Kelley writes a message about peace to be folded 
later into her pinwheel. Ferrucci Junior High student Mackenzie Grant plants her pinwheel in the grass, joining the colorful display in 
front of the school. Additional photos are featured on the school district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At the top of the Home 
page, click on More District News.

Aylen and Ferrucci students plant ‘Pinwheels for Peace’

Annual back-to-school supply drives benefi t area students

Deb Gottlob, third-grade teacher at Sunrise Elementary, welcomes 
student Lorenzo Larsen to the school’s fi rst-ever back-to-school 
barbecue and school supplies give-away.

photo courtesy of Doug Sherwood

Having a new binder, eraser, or pencil box on 
the fi rst day of school is important to a child.

For families that can’t afford the items, 
the Puyallup School District has partnered 
with Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
(CISP) in recent years to make sure chil-
dren in need have the supplies necessary 
to be successful.

“It’s important for their learning, and it’s 
important that they do not feel left out 
from the rest of the class,” said Chris 
Loftis, executive director of CISP.

This year’s annual school supply drive 
yielded thousands of donated items from 
area businesses, individuals, service orga-
nizations, and the faith community. Dona-
tions ranged from backpacks and binders 
to pens and protractors.

The annual drive has been a mainstay in 
Puyallup for the past fi ve years, and many 
organizations have returned year after year 
to donate items, Loftis said. 

This year also marked a year of fi rsts.

Sunrise Elementary teacher Deb Sher-
wood organized the school’s fi rst-ever 
back-to-school barbecue and school 
supplies give-away.  About 300 people at-
tended the event, which featured a hot dog 
barbecue, free school supplies, crafts, and 
a raffl e in which students — regardless of 

income — won new backpacks and other 
donated items.

About a third of the students at Sunrise 
qualify for free or reduced-price meals 
based on family income. “A lot of our kids 
don’t have much, and this was a way to 
help them and also to give all of our fami-
lies a little something,” said Sherwood, a 
Title 1 reading teacher.

Top Food & Drug, Summit Food and 
Drugs, Safeway, Fred Meyer, and Costco 
provided food for the school barbecue, 
while Target, Macy’s, Wal-Mart, Sum-
mit Kiwanis, and CISP all contributed to 
the school supply drive. Several of those 
organizations also donated backpacks and 
supplies for use in other schools.

CISP also celebrated a new partnership 
this year with the South Hill Mall, which 
agreed to sponsor a month-long back-to-
school supply drive in August. Specially 
marked boxes were placed inside Offi ce 
Max and at the information booth in the 
mall’s center court and fi lled with supplies.

At the end of the month, items were 
loaded onto a school bus, which had been 
parked during August in front of the mall 
near the Target entrance.

The Puyallup School District donated a 
bus, which had been identifi ed as surplus, 
to CIS of Puyallup. In addition to serving 

as a visual reminder this year of the school 
supply drive, plans are to redesign the 
bus to be used as a performance stage for 
school children beginning with the 2008 
Puyallup Fall Fair.

Puyallup students are 
also benefi ting this fall 
from school supplies 
collected during a back-
to-school drive at area 
Car Toys stores. The 
items donated were 
given to CIS of Puyal-
lup.

Donations from individ-
uals directly to schools 
or the administrative of-
fi ce downtown continue 
to remain a backbone of 
the supply drive, Loftis 
said, and this year was 
no exception.

Auburn residents Dick 
and Jane Newman, 
whose grandson attends 
Hunt Elementary and 
granddaughter graduated 
in June from Walker 

High, donated more than $700 worth of 
school supplies. They contributed 100 
erasers, 40 boxes of colored pencils, 144 
bottles of glue, 288 glue sticks, 180 spiral 
notebooks, and more. The couple also joined 

volunteers from CityGate 
Church to fi ll backpacks 
with the supplies.

“I know a lot of families 
can’t afford to buy these 
items for their kids,” 
Jane said. “It’s a lot of 
fun to go out and buy the 
supplies and to give them 
to the schools. Hope-
fully other people will be 
inspired to give as well.”

A list of this year’s back-
to-school supply donors 
is available on the school 
district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Point to Our Commu-
nity on the Home page, 
click on Partnerships & 
Programs, then click on 
Communities In Schools 
on the left side of the 
page. 

Displaying some of the hundreds of back-to-school supplies 
donated by Top Food & Drug and the Boeing Employees Credit 
Union (BECU) Puyallup Express Center are Chris Loftis, executive 
director of Communities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP); Ron Bashaw, 
Top Food & Drug manager; Lou Wilson, BECU service manager; and 
Dave Robbs, chairman of the CISP Board of Directors.

Sunrise Elementary 
student Cassie Vilhelmsen 
smiles after winning a new 
backpack.

photo courtesy of Doug Sherwood


